ABSTRACT
converted to logging concessions, agricultural use and settlement use. These changes of this catchment area influence water quality. The natural environment of the Sebangau catchment is likely to change in the near future.
However, currently it has been observed that the brown color of the humic acid that flows into the river changes ver y little both in the rainy and dr y seasons, while difference in flux between the two seasons is drastic.
The water quality seems to be hardly affected by flux.
We report on the water quality and runoff characteristics at the upper reaches of the Sebangau River, based on the joint study by Hokkaido University and University of Palangka Raya of Indonesia.
MATERIALS AND METHOD

Research area
The geography of Sebangau catchment area is shown in and r eplaced by p r e d o m i n a n t l y l o w v e g e t a t i o n including Cyoeraceae a n d Pandanceae (Shepherd, ) .
Research period
This research has been car ried out 
Research method
On each sampling excursion we measured flow flux and sampled water. Some of the analysis items were measured on site, and others were measured in samples kept frozen for later chemical analysis. ). The flux data based on these eight sur veys are presented in the water quality analysis table (Table ) . 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Average water quality of the Sebangau River
The mean concentration and coef ficients of variation (standard deviation / mean value) of each component obtained in the sampling surveys is shown in Table . Similar to the quality of groundwater in high moor peat bogs in Japan (Tachibana, ) , concentration of organic matter such as TOC is high, whereas concentration of general inorganic matter and other nutrients is very low.
The coefficient of variation of component is relatively is small, which is also characteristic of peat land. The 
Runoff characteristics of chemical water components
Water quality is af fected by the characteristics of the origin of water. We tried to clarify the r unof f characteristics of the chemical components from the concentration is decreasing and is of the dilution type. Table shows the constant coefficient C, n and R in the case of Sebangau River and Ishikari River in Hokkaido, Northern Japan (Tachibana, ) . R is the correlation coef ficient between log (L/A) and log (Q/A). Fig. shows the relationship between specific flux and the specific runoff loads of TOC, TN, and TP. From Table , it is known that the Sebangau River water concentration is stable (almost fixed concentration), as the value n is approximately for SS, POC, and other components. 
